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The: ig jp great object which 
direts all our purſuits. It preſents itlelf |to our 
imagination mn a thouſand, different forms, and fog 
geſts. as many different ways which lead to its ate. 

 tainment. As a ſtimulus to laudable exertion? 

* | | this deſire was kindly i implanted in the human; 
. ' breaſt by the beneficent Author of exiſtence, Andy 

- notwithſtanding 10 many] appear to us to go wide”. 
| || of | the mark, happineſs, oy real ,or imaginary, , p4 
is the goddeſs, to; which, they are deyoted. _ #/ 

This principle peryades all public bodies as: well: 
as individuals. They are/alike ſuſceptible of it in 
different degrees. .| 'The fame bleſſings which |\con-" 
ſitute the happineſs of an- individual, if generally, 
diffuſed, would have pray the lame effect upon. 
A whole community. 

\ That ſome nations, as well as ſome individuals, - 
are favoured with more ample means of happineſs | | 
than others, it; 18..conceived will -not be denied: /- X 
The allwiſe Creatgr hath diſplayed in infinite vari: | 
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ety his bounties of vature and providence. Theſe = 5 
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on fome are poured in rich profuſion, whilit to 
others they ſeem to be meted out with a ſparing 
hand. Notwithſtanding this unequal diſtribution, 
it will after all be concluded, that our happineſs de- 
pends, far leſs upon the means we poſleſs for enjoy- 
ment, than upon the uſe we make of thoſe means. 

Among the numerous bleflings conferred upon 
the children of men, peace and plenty are two prin- 
cipal ſources of earthly felicity. And that people, 
who enjoy all the numerous advantages reſulting 
from theſe, accompanied with the favour of God, 
may be pronounced happy. 

The author of our text contemplated a ſtate 
of ſociety, which he thought worthy of this high 
appellation. Like all other wife and virtuous ru- 
| lers, he had the proſperity - and happineſs of the 
people, over whom he preſided, much at heart. 
And although he could not command proſperity, 
yet he was indulged the pleaſure of contemplating 
and praying for it. The whole context is therefore 
caſt into the form of a prayer, each article form- 
ing an intereſting part of one continued petition. 

If this ſtatement be juſt, the text muſt be con- 
ſidered as a concluſion drawn from the preceding 
premiſes. Theſe, together with the additional ar- 
ticle in the paſſage before us,"in the view of this 
holy man, conſtituted the eflentiat happineſs of a 
people. 

It is the deſign of the enſuing diſcourſe to ex- 
plain the ſentiments-of the text, and ſhow when a 
people miay” be ſaid to be happy. 
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It is evident that the writer of this pſalm ex- '#, 
prefſed what appeared to him deſirable to make a - 
nation truly happy, rather| than what attually EX> | 
iſted. Deeply ſenſible that this obje&t could! never = 
be real}zed but in the enjoyment of peace, he be- 7. 
ging, his deſcription at the |11th verſe ; and firſt of 
all prays to be delivered from his enemies : or, in : 
other words, from pretende , but falſe and infidi- : 
us| friends, Rid me (faith he) and deliver me ; 
from the hand of firange children, whoſe mouth ſpeaR- 
th vanity, and whoſe right- band is a right-hand of = 
\falſthood. Although David| had a-large ſhare of I 
domeſtic troubles, ng by the miſconduct of '*:; 
ſome of his children, yet, in the paſlage before us, + 
he is thought not to ſpeak as the head of a family, | 
but as_ the Chief magiſtrate of a. nation; 'He well 
knew that honourable peace was one of the firſt. 7 
of national bleſſings. He therefore prays to be rid - ; 


and delivered from the hand of ftrange children. But 4/4 


who are the charafters here intended ? Are they : = 


not. thoſe unnatural productions which are to be --! 


met with in every country, whoſe feelings are ſo | - 
alien and unpatriotic, as always to prefer ſome oth- 
er country and goyernment to their own, There 
were many of the Ifraelites of this deſcription. - '. 
Theſe preferred a few leeks and onions, with the flav- 
ery of Egypt, to the free, 'independent enjoyment 
of a land flowing with milk and honey. 

| | Under a deſpotic government, where men are 
deprived of. their facred, inherent rights, diffatisfac- + 
tion ceaſes to be a crime, But the caſe is widely : 

| | different, 
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different, where equal rights and privileges arc en- 
joyed, Here it is often difficult to affign to oppo- 
fition an honourable motive. But conſidering that 
imperfection is nbt only the common lot of hu- 
manity, but 'is inſcribed on the beſt forms of civil 
government, we are bound to believe, that ſome 
through the influence of prejudice may conſcien- 
tiouſly oppoſe ſuch. meaſures as tend directly to 
promote the. public good.” But in too inany in- 
ſtances it 18 to be feared, that oppolition ſprings 
from a. ſpirit of malevolence and diſappointed am- 
bition. It 1s thought that David had reference to 
perſons of this latter deſcription, They are the 
mere excreſcences which ,grow out of a luzurjant 
freedom. 

Whoſe mouth (ſaith he) ſpeaketh vanity. Whether 
they MHattered or oppoſed ;, whether they applaud- 
ed or condemned ; it was all one, it was ſtill yan- 
ity- No dependance could be. placed upon their 
faireſt pretenſions. He adds, 

T heir right-hand is a right-hand of falſehood. The 
right-hand, an the figurative language of ſcripture, 
generally {tynifies power.» The author of the text 
ſeems.to pray to be delivered from the unnatural 
influence .of ſuch charatters, Or may we ſuppoſe 
him to ſpeak with: reference to. a time of danger, 
when the whole ſtrength of the nation woyld be 

called into. a&ion ? In ſuch a critical ſituation he 
well- knew that no dependance could. be, put, or 
confidence placed 1n_ theſe ſtrange children. To 
promote ſome favourite ſcheme, or to gratify a ſpi- 
rit 
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rit of revenge, they might ſacrifice the deareſt in« 


tereſts of their country. Wretched indeed muſt be 
the condition of that people, who are obliged in any 
ſenſe to rely on thoſe whoſe right-hand is a right- 
hand of falſehood, or even to commit its defence 
in| time of danger to any mercenary force whatever. 

| In any country where a confiderable proportion 
of | the people are unfriendly to that particular form 
of | government under which | they live, it is to be 
expected that they will avail themſelves of every 


poſlible pretext, to clog its motions and embarraſs - 


its| proceedings. Attempts are, often made to ſubs 


vert the eflential principles of | a government, under , 
the plauſible pretext of amendment and reformation. 


Whilſt no rational man would reje& ſuch alterations 
as experience ſhould plainly point out, yet, at the 


ſame time, he would adopt with great caution, any - 


meaſures which might have |a tendency to ſhake 
the pillars of ſocial order and happineſs. Hence 
every. wile and good ruler, who prefers the bleflings 
of peace and tranquillity to thoſe confuſed ſtencs, 
which are inſeparably connected with a ftate of re+ 
volution, will adopt. the language of the pious 
Plalmiſt, and pray to be © rid and delivered” from 
the! deceptive influence, of ſuch ſtrange children. 
With a view to the attainment of that happi- 
neſs, of which nations are ſuſceptible, and to guard 
againſt the wicked deſigns of unprincipled ambi- 
tious men, it is of the higheſt importance that gen- 
eral and corre information be every where diffuſ- 
B ed. 
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ed. In a Republic, every citizen ought to be tho- 
roughly acquainted with the principles of govern- 
ment, ſo that when called to exerciſe the rights of 
a freeman he may do it underſtandingly. To this 
end literary and moral inſtruction ought to be en- 
couraged and ſupported. Where theſe advantages 
are with-held from a people, it cannot be expected 
that they will Jong enjoy their liberties. In correſ- 
pondence with this idea, we' proceed to conſider 
the /econd petition in the context. 

That our ſons may be as plants grown up in their 
youth ; that our daughters may be as corner-/tones, 
poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. It 1s ev1- 
dent at firſt view, that David had immediate ret- 
erence, to the cultivation and improvement of the 
mind. In any other ſenſe his language would be 
abſurd, He could not furely mean - that they 
might grow up to the ſtature and ſize of men 
m their youth ; for it is well known that this 
is the period which will bring them (if ever) to 
that ſtature. But-as it reſpets the mind, ſome 
men remain children even to old age. 

The eſtabliſhment of fchools, and other litera- 
ry inſtitutions, has a direct tendency to enlighten 
and expand the mind. To-form, invigorate, and 
give permanency to virtuous principles. To ſof- 
ten and- direct the wayward paſſions, and to aid 
our perceptions in all our inquiries after truth. 
To afhiſt us in purſuing a right path, through all 
the viciflitudes and ſtorms, the labyrinths and 
perplexities of life, | 
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Moral and religious inſtrution is ſtill more. 


important. As the former is deſigned to enrich 
and adorn the- mind, this 'is intended to 'mend 
the heart, The former is calculated to give vs 
juſt and exalted conceptions of virtue, the latter 
leads us to the attainment | and practice of it. A 
good education enables us to diſcharge with pro- 
priety the various duties| of life, but religious-in- 
ſtruction is deſigned to fit |us for heaven. 


Where the education of children is negleted, 


they neceſſarily grow up in a ſtate of ignorance 
and barbariſm. By this cruel neglect they are in 
a great degree incapacitated for thoſe important 
ſtations in ſociety which their virtue, genius, and 
talents would otherwiſe {entitle them to; and 
which they might fill with honour: and advantage. 
Youth is the © moulding age.” - This is the 
ſeaſon to lay the foundation for uſefulneſs and 
glory. | Moſt of the principles which atuate and 
govern the conduct of men in future life, are 
imbibed at an early period. Early habits either 
of virtue or vice, are with difficulty ſubdued or 
ſhaken off. What is ſimply termed ignorance in 
youth, advanceth with age to a ſtate of confirm- 

ed obſtinacy. | 
That there are ſome men to whom advan« 
tages of education have heen principally denied, 
who by the energy. of their own genius have 
riſen to- eminent ſtations in ſociety, will not be 
denied. But if men of ſenſibility, what regrets 
and 
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and mortifications muſt they have experienced in 
a thouſand inſtances, owing wholly to this negleR, 

The preceding obſervations may ferve to lluf- 
trate this part of the petition, That our ſons may 
be as plants grown up in their youth ; and will 
convince us that nothing lefs can be meant, than 
that their minds be early formed to the love of 
virtue, and richly ſtored with all kinds of uſeful 
knowledge. | 

Nor did the Hebrew 1aagiſtrate forget the fair 
daughters of Ifracl, With the tender folicitude 
of a father he contemplated ſuch advantages for 
them, as would not fail to render them ornaments 
to their ſex, and bleflings to ſociety. This ſentt- 
ment is very beautifully expreſſed in the follow. 
ing words, That our daughters may be as corner- 
feones, poliſhed after the fimilitude of @ palace. This 
language, though figurative, very clearly afferts 
the important rank of the female charatter in fo. 
ctety. That the education of female children has 
been too much negle&ted in every country, has 
been generally acknowledged. While we bluſh 
for our paſt negledts, let us carefully improve 
every opportumty m our power, in furniſhing 
them with all the neceſſary advantages 'of a good 
education, If we with onr daughters to be as 
corner-tones in be temple of ſocial happineſs, the 
cultivation of their minds muſt not be negle&ed. 
The moſt powerful motives urge us to aflift them 
mh "he attainment of every uſeful and pleaſing 
accompliſhment, 
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accompliſhment. With minds thus enriched-with 
all! the endowments of a finiſhed education, and 
adorned with the lovely graces of virtue and re- 
ligion,' they will appear in the amiableneſs of their 
| manners, to be poliſhed after the familitude of a palace. 
| | Where due care is taken and ſuitable pro- 
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| viſion made for the education of children of both 

ſexes, a foundation is laid for the happineſs of a peo- 

ple, ſo far as it depends on the general diffuſion of : 

| knowledge among them. We proceed to obſerve, 

| 3. | That a competency of the good things of ip: 

| this life, is neceflary to our preſent happineſs. 10 

| This idea will fully appear as we follow the |=. 

| author of the context, who adds, Thet our garners = 

| may be full, affording all manner of fore ; that our :-\. 

| ſheep may bring farth thouſands and ten thouſands : E 

in our ſtreets; that our oxen| may be ſtrong to la». I 

| bour. 'This is a conciſe, but ample deſcription of ay 
'the| bleſſings which diftinguiſh and crown a ftate bf 
of plenty, It will be readily admitted that happl- - = 
neſs is not excluded from the abodes of poverty, . * :5; 
But if the good things of this life are bleſlings for' © 
which we ought to be thankful, and for which ; 

| we are called upon this day by our worthy chief 

1 magiſtrate, to offer our grateful acknowledgments 7 

to their beneficent Author ;z they certainly muſt 

i conſtitute a conſiderable part of our preſent en» 


[pa : 


joyment, Where the comfortable means of ſubſiſt. . 

ence are obtained ' with difficulty, and ſhared with 

a cautious parftimony leſt they ſhould utterly fail, 
| and 
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and their owners come to want ; it is eaſy to ſee, 
that a hoſt of wants and anxieties will commit per- 
petual depredations - on the tranquillity and happi- 
neſs of ſuch a people. When Joſhua ſent the ſpies 
to ſearch out a country for the choſen tribes, one 
diſcouraging objeftion which they made on their 
return was, that the land through which they had 
paſled was @ land which eat up its inhabitants.* 
Some parts of this globe we ſhould ſuppoſe 
were never deſigned for cultivation. Such places 
if inhabited by human beings, will reluctantly yield 
them the bare means of ſubſiſtence. Can it be con- 
cerved, that thoſe rude Greenlanders, who inhabit 
the regions which border upon the pole, poſleſs 
equal means of happineſs with ourſelves ? In this 
frozen land for ſeveral months, ſubſtantial night 
holds her gloomy empire. During this dreary ſea- 
ſon, the inhabitants muffled in peltry, purſue the 
chace-by the light reflected from the ſnow by the 
gurora borealis ;. and if ſucceſsful in hunting, return 
to their caverned huts to enjoy their homely fare. 
Does this precarious mode of living conduce as much 
to the happineſs of a people, as to have their ſheep 
bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands in their 
ſtreets ? You will hardly believe it, my brethren. 
It by misfortune a perſon ſhould be caſt upon 
theſe inhoſpitable ſhores, who had been accuſtomed 
4 
ro 


® It has been ſaid that one reaſon why the aborigines of this 
eountry uſed to deſtroy their feeble, fickly infants was, the difficulty 
with which they obtained the meang of fupportiog them, 


CEE ae. 
. a - 


_ 
— 0 ES FI. a _—— —  -< 
__ tc EG ads Se De THIN ; 


15 


to living where there were barns full of all manner 
of ſtore, he would ſcarcely think it poſſible to exiſt.f 

To be tranſported to theſe unfriendly climes, 
would be thought by an American a puniſhment 
almoſt as great as perpeutual impriſonment, or even 
death itſelf. Ought not a people then to think 
themſelves happy whoſe /ines are fallen to them in 
pleaſant places ?* where their garners are full, and 
where they are enriched by the labour of the ox, 
and the abundant increaſe of ſheep ? 

4+ It is effential to the happineſs' of a people to 
dwell 1n peace and fafety. It follows mm our con- 
text, That there be no breaking in, nor going out— 
either of which muſt greatly diſturb the tranquil- 
lity of a people. 

By breaking in, we may underſtand invaſion in 
every form ; whether by fea or land ; whether by 
open, avowed enemies, or by ſecret, treacherous, 
marauding parties. In either caſe, the peace of a 
nation would be deſtroyed.  'Thoſe whoſe intereſt 
it is to commit depredations/upon others, feldom 
want a pretext for their conduct. But happy 1s 
that nation, whoſe own ſtrong arm is prepared to 
repel ſuch unlawful aggreſſions, when a magnani- 
mous diſplay of juſtice will not ſecure them from 
inſult. | That 


+ The fleſh of the rein-deer is the greateft luxury of this country. 
Their principal proviſions are fiſh, ſeals, and fea-fowl. In ſome parts 
of Norway bread is' ſo ſcarce that they are obliged to ſupply its place 
by a Kind of farinacious ſubſtance, made of ocat-meal mixed with a 


flour produced from the bark of the fr. In Iceland, their principal - 


food is fiſh and ſour butter. Bread is ſo ſcarce among them that 
there is hardly any peaſant who eats it more-than three or four 
months in 2 Year... Cutbrics 
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10 
That there be no breaking in, nor going out, By 
this laſt clauſe is probably intended a fpirit of alien- 
ation, terminating in revolt. How often has this 
been experienced ? In ſome inſtances, large divifions 


of an empire have either revolted to an enemy, or 


declared themſelves independent. This going ont, 


generally agitates and weakens the ſtate which it 
leaves, if it does not increaſe the number or 
ſtrengthen its enemies. 

5. The happineſs of a people does not depznd 
leſs upon their ſafety from foreign invaſion than 
upon their internal tranquillity. This can be ra- 
tionally expected only where equal rights are enjoy- 
ed, and where equal juſtice 1s diſtributed. This 
ſentiment is exprefled in the words immediately 
preceding the text, 

That there be no complaining in our ftreets. There 
are two kinds of government where the people 
make but little complaint. The one is an abſolute 
deſpotic government, where, though the people are 
greatly oppreſſed, they are afraid to complain. 
Complaining would probably ſerve no other pur- 
poſe than to increaſe their taſks, as it did the poor 
enſlaved Iſraclites in Egypt. The other is, where 
the people enjoy as great a degree of liberty as is 
conſiſtent with the eſtabliſhment and ſupport of ſo- 
cial order. Where each fits under his own vine 
and fig-tree, and none to make him afraid, In 
this caſe we can ſee no reaſonable ground of com- 
plaint. But if any part of a community are dif- 
franchiſed, 


E7 


| — 
franchiſed, or in any way deprived of their civil or 
religious rights, it muſt be expected that they wall 
complain. Nor will their complainings ceale, until 
their cauſe is heard and their privileges reſtored. 

| Could we find a people poſleſling all the bleſſings 
which have now been enumerated, ſhould we net 
be led to exclaim with the holy pſalmiſt, Happy is the 
frople that is-in. ſuch @ caſe ? But ſhall we not rath- 
er add, Tea, happy is that pebple whoſe God is the 
Lord? This brings us to the 6th and laft particu- 
lar, which is to ſhow, that whatever outward blefl- 
ings a people may enjoy, they cannot be completely 
happy, even 1n the preſent ſtate without religion. 
This finiſhes the deſcription ig the inſpired author 
of | our text. 

| Tea, happy is that people whoſe God is the Lord. 

Much is contained in this part of the ſubject, but 
we haye only time to enumerate a few particulars, 
without entering into an explanation of them. And 

| 1+, It is implied that we acknowledge the exilt- 
ence, perfections, and unlimited dominion of the 
great Jehovah, That we believe in his univerſal 
providence, in which he is conſtantly diſplaying his 
infinite wiſdom, uncoiitrolable power, and bound- 
leſs goodnels. 

| 2+ That we have choſen this God, for our God. 

That we are pleaſed with his character and govern- 
ment ; and mean to make his will, as revealed in 
his word, the ſtandard of our hives and actions. 

- 3. That we reverence and worſhip him in all 
his appointed ways. | That we celebrate his ſabbaths, 
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ind ſubmit to his inſtitutions; _ That we embrace 
and obey his goſpel ; ſuſpending alt our hopes of 
pardon and acceptance on the' mercy which it pro- 
claims. That we truſt in him-alone in times of 
trouble and diſtreſs, renouncing all -other refuges. 
And | 

4. That we hold ourſelves amenable to him for 
all our conduct in the preſent life. That we expect 
after death to ſtand before his- awful tribunal, and 
be judged in righteouſneſs © according to that we 
have done, whether it be” good, or whether it be evil. 

Theſe appear to be the' principal ideas contained 
in this part of our ſubjet. If indeed the Lord be 
our God, we have a foundation for confidence 


which nothing can ſhake. We may ſay in the lan- 
guage of the prophet, Behold God is my ſalvation ; I 
will truſt and not be afraid. 

A people acting under the impreſſive influence 
of theſe ſentiments, will exhibit in their national 
character, the faireſt traits of reqtitude and honour. 
Governed by the fublime morality of the goſpel, 
and directed by its heavenly precepts, impartial juſ- 
tice will guide their intercourfe with ' foreign na- 
tions ; and a generous hoſpitality will alleviate the 
ſuffering fugitives who are caſt upon their peaceful 
ſhores. Thus believing and thus acting, a people 
cannot fail of being happy at home, and reſpected 
abroad. | 

We have in this brief manner attempted to il- 
luſtrate the principal ideas conneRed with the text, 
and 
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the ſubject. 

| Has the picture, my hearers, which has been 
drawn, appeared to you real ; or like the mere 1l- 
luſions of fancy ? Have you recognized. in this de- 
{cription the features of your own country, or haye 
you thought the preacher like the ancient poets de- 
{cribing a *golden age,” which never exiſted but in 
their own imaginations ? 

| As the expreſs deſign of our meeting at this 
time 1s, to offer up. our devout and' grateful - ac- 
knowledgments to the God of our fathers, for the 
numerous bleflings which we as a people enjoy ; it 
1s therefore thought, that whatever contributes ef- 
ſentially to - our happineſs, muſt ſerve to ſwell the 
catalogue of our bleſhings, and furniſh additional 
occaſions for thankſgiving and praiſe. 

In reviewing our ſubject you will permit me to 
aſk | a few queſtions, and leave every one's con- 
; ſcience to furniſh the anſwer. 7 
I then aſk, are we, my brethren, a happy peo- 

ple, or are we not ? Is there a people on the globe 
whoſe happine(s we envy ; who poſleſs greater 
privileges, or are more diſtinguiſhed by. their blefl- 
ings than we are ? Can you name.the country, 
which enjoys free from oppreſſion the bleflings of 
undiſturbed peace, 'to. a greater degree than our 
own ! Has the enemy been ſuffered to exatt upon us, or 
the ſon of wickedneſs to afflift us ?*, Have ſtrange 
"children whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and whoſe 


right-hand is a right-hand of falſehood, been per- 
*Plalm Ixxx1x. 22. mitted 


and are now prepared to make ſome application of 
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mitted ſucceſsfully to plot ſedition, or excite a ſpirit 
of infurreftion in any part of our country ? 

Are our children furniſhed with proper means 
of inſtruction, ſo that we may reaſonably hope 
« that our ſons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth, and our daughters poliſhed after the 
ſimilitude of a palace” ? Is there a growing ſfolic- 
tude among the people at large to make more am- 
ple proviſion for their education ; or are the inter- 
eſts of learning in a negle&ted declining ſtate ? 

What is the ſtate of our granaries and ſtore- 
houſes ? Have we, like thoſe deſcribed by Job, been 
driven by famine and want into the wilderneſs to cut 


' wþ mallows by the buſhes, and juniper roots for our 


meat ? Or have we been fed with the fine? of the 
wheat ? Are our garners empty, or are they full, 
affording all manner of ſtore ? If the earth has not 
yielded her increaſe the paſt year in ſuch abundance 
as at ſome former ſeaſons, yet have we not an am- 
ple ſupply and to ſpare ? 

Has there been any breaking in upon our bor. 
ders ? Haye foreign enemies infeſted our ſhores and 
alarmed us with the thunder of their cannon ? Have 
the Tavages of the wilderneſs been permitted to 
{pread terrour and deſolation upon our defenceleſs 
frontiers ? Or have they been induced under our 
preſent mild adminiſtration to bury in forgetfulneſs 
the hatchet of war, and to exchange the inſtruments 
of torture for the calumet of peace ? 

Has there been any going out ? Have any of our 
citizens reyolted to pur enemics ? Or has any por- 
t10N 
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tion of our country been bartered away to foreign 
nations, in, order to ſupply an exhauſted treaſury ? 
| 1s there any complaining in our ſtreets? If fo, - X 
what is the cauſe ? Is any man oppreſſed ? Is juſtice © 
either bought, or ſold, or deferred to any man ? 
Are our citizens for want of employment walking *. 
the ſtreets with folded arms and diſmayed counte- - 
nances, while their children at home are famiſhing 
for want of bread ? Is there no hire for man, or for 
heaſt ?* Or is there abundant employment for both, 
and ample reward ? Are our veſlz]s mouldering a- 
way at qur wharves, and our commerce languiſhing : : 
for want of protection ? Or does our canvaſs whiten £ 
in every clime, and our flag diſplay its ſtars where- "4 
ever the ocean rolls its flood ? as 
| What is the ſtate of morals and religion ?, Has [;; 
a ſpirit of infidelity (for want of legal reſtrition) J 
been permitted to ſpread its deleterious influence ; 
oyer theſe United States ? Or have the very unu- x 
ſual and extenſive revivals of religion which have ? £ 
taken 'place in different parts of our country, and 4: 
amonglit chriſtians of different denominations, had fp 
a happy tendency to arreſt and bound its progreſs ?! #7 
Is Chriſtianity lofing ground ? Or is it from its own 
innate /purity and ſtrength, unaided by the ſword |: -f 
of the magiſtrate, progrefling in triumph through 's 
our land ? On a review of theſe things are not thou. /* 
ſands ready to exclaim, What hath God wrought ? E 
If in giving a \candid anſwer to the foregoing + 'N 
enquiries, we ſhould be unavoidably brought to this | 


concluſion ; | * We are undoubtedly the happieſt &+ 
* Zech, vill, 20, neople BY 
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people in the world 3”? if fo, certainly we have a- 
bundant occaſion for thankſgiving and praiſe. 

From a conſideration of the divine goodneſs, 
and in obedience to the recommendation of the ſu- 
preme authority of our commonwealth, let us, my 
brethren, this day offer up our united praiſes to the 
God of our mercies.' © Let us bleſs his hely name t0- 
gether, and forget not all his benefits. Haye we not 
reaſon from a ſenſe of our-paſt negle&ts and milum- 
provement- to mingle ' penitential ſorrow with the 
voice of thankſgiving ? But God is ſtill gracious, 
and has not taken the forfeiture from us. Surely 
then, we need only grateful hearts to make us happy. 

In cloling this diſcourſe, you are invited to re- 
flect a moment on the bleſiings we have experienc- 
ed in the courſe of the paſt-year. 

Does not the general proſperity of our country 
call loudly for praiſe and thankſgiving from every 
grateful heart ? How diſtinguiſhed is | our lot ! 
Whilſt ſcenes of war and defolation engage the at- 
tention of other nations, and they are laviſhing their 
wealth in fruitleſs preparations for annoyance or 
defence; we repoſe in -fafety under our own wine 
and fig-tree, and enjoy in peace, (a peace too, not: 
purchaſed by the ſacrifice of honour) the fruit of 
all our labour. 

The unuſual health which has been generally 
enjoyed, and particularly in our large towns and 
cities, calls for our gratetul acknowledgments on 
this day. Our lives have:/been ſpared. The deſ- 
troying angel has been commanded to ſheath his 
{word, 
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ſword, and ſpare a guilty land. The peltlens [ 


* 


which walketh in darkneſs hath not come nigh or 5 


dwellings. It furely becomes us with reverenti þ 
Joy to acknowledge that He that is our God, is the: 


God of ſalvation; and unto God the Lord, belong 
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iſſues from death.* 5 


| 


We add one more. If the various bounties « bs 


Providence demand our grateful acknowledgmer” t; 
then ſurely the richer bleſlings of grace ought nd £ 
to be paſſed over in filence, and forgotten. - 
The prectous goſpel is ſtill continued to = 
And to many in the courſe of the paſt year it ha 
come not in word' only, but alſo in power, and in tg* 
Holy Ghoft, and in much afſurance.+ Such in a "I 
ſpecial manner have occaſion to give thanks to t 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for his Z 
unſpeakable love to their precious ſouls. Of ſuc! |} 
it may be ſaid with the greateſt propriety, this 4 
that happy people whoſe God is the Lord. 
Believing and rejoicing in the divine gover 
ment, we will add our fervent ſupplications, th 
God will continue to us the bleſſing of the upper 
and the nether ſprings. That our land may be, * 
come ImmanuePs land, and the whole carth be fill 


| ed with the knowledge of the glory of God. 


Grant it, O Father, for the great Redeemer, 
fake, 


-\ | 
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© AMEN, 
——v00\<>oow_—— 


* Pſalm 1xviii, 20. + 1 Thef. i. 5. 


en une oo —_— TU TT TIRoIme 


ry* 


© þ Theoir zical Libre 


zachusctts /s wt ſ» 


"$ 4.3 


Ve o 


£4 


7 % 


- 
= 


& 
* - % 


- 
- 


KEORASL 


- 


os AR *% - 
"a 


i 


- 
ay  _— . 
SL TAYEYO 


LC 


%/ 
CY 


Ro . ww, 
» - — 


Lo” 
CY, 


45 
. = = 
WXHYL 


” 3.” 
= 
EE 


- 


= 

5 
 & 
y 
— 

< 
'R 
= 


.- % 


FrxBRUARY 


on 
. 


+ EW 


- 
—- 


ARA. 
EY, 


ARCANE 
\ 
. ” SI =% 


THANKSGIVIN 


x ws "NT . Y. ho ka F _ © ; 
a on ths we FPS LS” 
- mats 2 _ fey oo ——————_ 


%þ | DELIVERED 


” TT. | My 
DS. 45-4... 
= SA IBGAN & 


4 — —-> 


FEBRUARY 19, 1795: 


ms 


BEING 


« i ——— —— — ___ 


S 4 a 
14 ” a d þ =_ « 1, 2 A - 
Re 
ge.” + pA , = » 4 
be — 


L 
ow 


THE DAY OF 


; PUBLIC THANKSGIVING? 


4 


THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES, 


4 
&* ”" 
{ KL 
_ *. a 


By THOMAS BALDWIN, 4 Mz 


PASTOR OF THE SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH IN BOSTON, 


| — ——_— _ 


BOSTON: Printed by MANNING & LORING, 
— 


1795» 


WITS 


PSALM xxx11. 12. 


B1,Fs8$8ED 1s THE | NATION wWHosEs GopD 1s THE 


LorD, AND THE PEOPLE WHOM HE HATH : 


CHOSEN FOR HIS OWN INHERITANCE, 


——<DEC)0 


- 


In obedience to the call of the PresIDenT of ; L 


the United States, we are now, my brethren, aflem- 
bled in the houſe of God, to offer Thankſgiving and 
Prayer to the © great Ruler of nations, for the 
manifold and fignal mercies which diſtinguiſh our 
lot as a nation.'” And as God is this day publickly 
to be praiſed in the aſſemblies of his people, I have 
thought the paſſage now read, might be a ſuitable 
foundation for our preſent meditations. 

This beautiful pſalm, whoever might be the pen- 
man of it, is- evidently deſigned to ſet forth the 
power and goodneſs of God in ſuch an amiable | 
light, as to excite our confidence, awaken our grat- 
itude, and warm |the devout paſſions of the foul 
with ſacred joy. 
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If -we contemplate God either in his word or 
works, we ſhall find abundant matter for joy and 
thankfulneſs : © For the word of the Lord is right, 
and all his woRKs are done in truth, He loveth 
RIGHTEOUSNESS and JUDGMENT ; the earth is full 
of the GooDNEss of the Lord.” 

From this view of the righteouſneſs, equity, and 
benevolence of the divine government, the pious 
plalmiſt was led to exclaim as .in the text ; © Blefſed 
is the nation whoſe God is the Lord, and the peo- 
ple whom he hath choſen for his own inheritance.”* 
That we may more fully enter into the ſpirit of the 
text, we ſhall attempt, 


I, To ſhow when it may be ſaid of a nation, 
that the Lord is their God. 


II. Conſider what evidence a people may have, 
that the Lord hath choſen them for his inheritance, 


II, We, may infer the duty and obligations of 
a ; people thus favoured and blefled.—In illuſtrating 
of which, we ſhall attend to ſeveral particulars con- 
tained in the proclamation. 


L. "Then, we are to ſhow when it may be ſaid of 
a nation that the Lord is their God. 

As a nation we form'a particular character, in 
diſtinction from that of individuals. As fuch, we 
may” exhibit the amiable features of virtue and re- 
ligion 3\'or the baſe picture of vice and- infdehty. 
In this charaQter we may receive temporal bleſſings, 
as:the fruits and reward of virtue, and alſo ſuffer 
national calamities as the puniſhment” of our vice 
and 1mpiety. 
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Therefore, 1. When as a nation we acknowl- 
edge the eternal God to be the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Upholder of all things. When we acknowl- 
edge his univerſal dominion oyer all worlds, and all 
beings, And when we attribute thoſe divine per- 
fe&tions to him, which are neceſſary to form his 
exalted character, and render him the proper object 
of our love and eſteem. 


2. When we acknowledge that ſyſtem of truth 
contained in the Bible to be his word; and as ſuch, 
reverence and obey its doctrines and precepts. 
When we cordially ſubſcribe to its divine original- 
ity, and reſt all our hopes of futurity on its precious 
promiſes. When we endeavour to imbibe its gen- 
uine ſpirit, and hve agreeably to its dictates. 


3. When we acknowledge him as the alone ob- 
je&t of religious worſhip and adoration, in diſtinc- 
tion from all falſe gods and idols. When at ſtated 
ſeaſons we attend | upon his inſtitutions, and offer 
up our prayers and ,praiſes through that medium 
which he hath appointed. 


4+ When we acknowledge him as our rightful 
Sovereign, and live in fubjeQtion to his laws.” For 
it can never be ſuppoſed that a people have choſen 
the Lord for their God, while they refuſe to have 
him reign over them. 'The very language of his 
enemies 1s, © Let us break his bands in ſunder, 
and caſt his cords away ;”” whilſt thoſe who approve 
of his government fay, * The Lord is our Law- 
giver, the Lord is |our King, he will ſave us.” 
And faid Jeſus, & Then are. ye my friends, when 
ye do whatſoever TI command you.” 
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5, When we acknowledge his univerſal provi- 
dence over all the works of his hands. If we rely 
upon his proteCting . care and providence, we ſhall 
manifeſt it, by appealing to his wiſdom to dire& us, 
when involved in darkneſs and difficulty ; and to 
his power to defend us, when ſurrounded by threat- 
ening dangers. And finally, in leaving the iſſue of 
our moſt intereſting concerns, to the righteous dil- 
poſal of Him who controls all human events. 

6. And laſtly, When we acknowledge the Lord 
to be the Giver of all our mercies. Nothing can 
be more calculated to keep us humble and thank- 
ful, than to realize our dependence on God. © Ev- 
ery good, and every perfect gift, comes down from 
the Father of lights.” A ſenſe of our own unwor- 
thineſs, and of the divine goodnels in beſtowing 
favours upon us, will excite in us the moſt hvely 


XA ſentiments of gratitude and undiſſembled: joy ; and 
will finally ifſue in thankſgiving and praiſe. 


But we come 


II. To ſhow, what evidence a people may have, 
' that the Lord hath choſen them for his inheritance. 

The terms very naturally imply each other ; agree- 
ably to the tenor of the new covenant, ** I will be 
their God, and they ſhall be my people.” And 
again, *T love them that love me.” 

Although this part of our ſubje& may not appear 
ſo capable of proof as the former, ſince neither love 
nor hatred can be certainly known by the common 
courſe of providence, as one event happeneth to 
all; yet undoubtedly there may be ſome rational 
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evidence given, in fayour of the people whom God 
hath' choſen. | 

As t. God's diſpoſing a people to chooſe him 
to be their Gad, is a clear evidence that he had 
previouſly choſen them for his inheritance. © Ye 
have not choſen me, (faid' the Saviour to his difci- 
ples, that is, firſt) but T have choſen you.” They 
had indeed choſen him with all their hearts ; but 
this was conſequent upon his choice, and therefore 
could |\not be the cauſe, although it was the beſt 
evidence of | their being his people. © We love 
him, becauſe he firſt loved us.” But we obſerve, 


2. Special, and remarkable inſtances of divine 
interpoſition' in| behalf of a people, naturally lead us 
to conclude that God hath choſen them for his own. 

Of 'old he choſe the ſeed of Abraham for his 


people, and Jacob for the lot of his inheritance, 


And, although' he ſuffered them for a ſeafon to be 
afflicted by their enemies, yet when the ſet time was 
come for their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, 
his arm was made quite bare in the fight of the 
nations. 
The children of Iſrael at this time were ſunk 
under'the moſt abje& ſlavery. They indeed groan- 
. ed under their bondage, but had no idea of delivy- 
erance ; and by being ſo long accuſtomed to ſerve, 
they had quite loſt the ſpirit of enterpriſe, Yea, 
they were ſo far inured to their wretched condition, 
and ſo indifferent to the c2uſe of freedom, that af- 
ter Moſes had exhibited his credentials, and given 
the moſt unequivocal proof of his being ſent of 
B 
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God to liberate them from. their-vile ſervitude, they 
were ready upon almoſt every appearance of difh- 
culty or danger, to raiſe-their clamorous- voices and 
ſay, & Let us- alone that we may ſerve the Egyp- 
tians.” But their: drooping ſpirits. were finally 
cheered,: and with one-conſent - they rallied round 
the-ſtandard of freedom. And while the Egyptians 
for their cruelty, were viſited with various plagues, 
and were now mourning the loſs of their firſt-born, 
under cover. of the- night they made their eſcape. 
But the-tyrant of Egypt ſoon determined to pur- 
ſue them. 

The -ranſomed tribes not being furniſhed with 
weapons of defence, in order to eſcape the Philiſ- 
tines, took their rout by the way of the wilderneſs ; 
and were now encamped between Migdol and the 
Red Sea. Imagination itſelf could ſcarce conceive 
of a. ſituation more diſadvantageous and diſtreſſing 
than theirs. The ſea ſpread itſelf in their front ; 
on either fide they. were. incloſed by inacceſſible 
mountains.  Hahiroath on one fide, and Baal-zephon 
on the other, forbade their flanking off. Whilſt 
in their rear they. beheld their late 1mperious maſ- 
ter, with all their tyrant-bands, in crowded columns 
advancing towards them ; glittering in armour, and 
amply furniſhed with the whole apparatus of death! 

At this-critical moment -when ruin appeared in- 
evitable ; Moſes, who had: the moſt perfet com- 
mand of, himſelf, endeavoured to calm their fears, 
and excite their confidence in God. '* Stand ſtill,” 
ſaid he, 4 and ſee the falvation of the Lord.” The 
cloud which led their way, inſtantly went back, and 
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ſtood as an impenetrable-wall' before the Egyptian 
hoſt. -|/Mofes now took his - awful rod, and itretch- 
ed his hand out! over the ſea, and the waters divided. 
Then, | «© the waters ſaw thee, O God, the waters 
ſaw thee, they -were afraid, and the depths were 
troubled. He | made the waters to 'ſtand as an 
heap, they were congealed'in the heart of the ſea,” 
until the choſen tribes had marched fately through. 
-- But when -one dark ſcene |had paſſed, another 
equally diſtreſſing inſtantly opened to ther view, 
They were now traverſing the barren ſands of Ara- 
bia beneath a burning ſun, and their ſoul fainted 
within them. No fruitful fields ſupplied their hun- 
ger, nor cheering ſprings allayed their thirit,” In 
vain they wiſh 'for the fleſh-pots of Egypt, or for 
the waters of the Nile. No human exertions could 
faye them. | The Lord again interpoſed, and the 
heavens ſupplied them with bread, and the rock fol- 
lowed them with ſtreams of living water. 

The interpoſitions of Heaven were ſo viſible in be- 
half of this people, that an eaſtern ſoothſayer, after 
uſing 1n vain all the arts of magic to curſe them, 
was conſtrained to ſay, ** The Lord his God is with 
him, and the ſhout of a King is among them.” 

When David upon a particular occaſion was cel- 
ebrating the divine goodneſs, it brought to remem- 
brance thoſe days of the. right hand. of the Moſt 
High, when God ſo remarkably interpoſed in their 
behalf; even when they were ſtrangers in the land, 
*« And when (ſaid he) they went from nation to 
nation, and from one kingdom. to another people, 
he ſuffered no man to do them wrong, Yea, he 
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reproved kings for their ſakes ; ſaying, Touch not 
mine anointed, and do_ my prophets--no harm,”? 
And thus he led them on to poſleſs the promiſed 
land. 

But we are called upon by the Man whom we 
delzght to honour, thankfully to notice * the man+ 
ifold and ſignal mercies which diſtinguiſh our lot as 
a nation.” -But where ſhall we begin ! The varti- 
ous ſtreams of divine goodneſs have conſtantly fol- 
lowed us through all this wildernels, 

The interpoſitions of a-kind Providence towards 
us from the firſt ſettlement of this country to the 
preſent day, have been almoſt as conſpicuous as 
thoſe granted to Iſrael of old. 

The groaning of our fathers under the perſecut- 
ing yoke of oppreſſion, although in their native 
land, was heard in heaven. Nor did they long 
groan 1n vain: for God was pleaſed' to diſpoſe 
their hearts to unite, in forming the important de- 
ſign, of attempting a paſſage acroſs the pathleſs 
ocean, in ſearch of theſe weſtern ſhores.. Nume- 
rous were the trials and diſappointments they expe- 
rienced in leaving their native land ; and many were 
the fears and diſcouragements with which they 
conflicted on the boiſterous ocean ; until at length 
they diſcovered the Continent, and again trod on 
fold ground. 

But how ſeemingly eaſy would it have been for 
the ſavages to have colle&ted their numerous tribes, 
and hurled ſuch ſhowers of darts and poiſoned ar- 
rows upon them, as to have obliged them to quit 
the ſhore ; or at leaſt to have harrafſed them in ſuch 
a manner, as to have prevented them from culti- 
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| they lay down at might they knew not where to get | 


LS (1 
vating the foll, {and in that way forced them te | 
re-embark. | 

Various indeed were the ſcenes of diſtreſs through = 
which the firſt adventurers ' paſſed ; and various :: 
were the .deliverances which they experienced. | 
Death early diſcovered their infant ſettlement, and \ 


}| 
within leſs than five months after their firſt landing ! 
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at Plymouth, ſwept away nearly one half of their 


number. | Sometimes painted favages with hideous v: F 
yells diſturbed their peaceful camp ; and ſome- *:: ' 
times famine with meagre viſage ſtared them in the | | 
face. 

Three years after their arrival, they were brought 
to ſuch ſtraits, their proviſions being ſpent, when 
it was three or four months|to harveſt, ſo that when 


any for the morning ; and for three or four months 
together they had neither| bread nor corn, © Yet: 
(faid they) we bear our wants with cheerfulneſs, | 
and reſt on Providence.” | Nor did they rely In | 
vain. God' heard their cry and ſent them relief. 
Thus when death, and favages, and famine, ſeem- ' 
FA 
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ed all to combine againſt this feeble colony, God: 
was pleaſed to give the high command, * Deſtroy}: 
it not, for a bleſſing is in it.” F 

Heaven had undoubtedly deſigned this beaudfut] = 
part of the creation, for nobler purpoſes than to « 


roam over. | It was evidently marked out by Divinel, 
Providence, as the favoured ſpot, on which ravereyt® 
(which had long been impriſoned in other parts of 
the globe) ſhould ere& her ſpacious temple. 
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- But this high deſign- was not then fully under- 
ſtood ; and America, like a child in minority, for a 
long ſeaſon was under © tutors and governors” of a 
foreign appointment, until the fulneſs of time came 
for her to be free. 
- But time would fail, to recount the various won- 
ders of divine goodneſs towards this land ; or the 
numerous inſtances of oppreſſion from a foreign 
power, which led on to that - memorable ſeaſon, 
which marked a new epoch in the hiſtory of the 
world—T mean the fourth of July, 1776, which 
announced the FrxezeDomM and InDeePENDENCE of 
America. 

That aufpicious morn will -long be remembered 
(and-perhaps as long celebrated) as-the political 


- birth-day of this'nation. Then our fathers in coun- 


cil aſſembled, made their ſolemn appeal to the great 
Judge of the-univerſe, for the reQtitude of their in- 
tentions,/ and the juſtice of. their cauſe. 

And, my brethren, were not the interpoſitions of 
Divine Providence quite viſible in our behalf, in 
diſpoſing the different States to lay aſide their local 
prejudices, and all unite in one great obje&t? And 
did not Heaven remarkably ſmile upon our | exer- 
tions? How ſurpriſing was the ſpirit of enterpriſe, 
which-then appeared in eyery claſs of citizens! Our 
legiſlators in Congreſs, nobly oppoſed: and effectua]- 
ty counteracted the ſubtle and perfidious politics of 
a nation, long ſkilled in the intrigues of war. 
And our young fons, uninured to the dangers and 
hardſhips of a camp/; but animated with the noble 
ſentiments of liberty, and led on by our immortal 
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WASHINGTON, encountered an army. of diſci- 
plined veterans, with a courage and firmneſs which 
would have done honour to Roman bravery.  Un- 


fubdued by difficulties,'and unappalled by dangers, x: 
our troops. were led on from conquering to" con- |} 
quer'; one army after- another falling into their |=; 
hands, until | our foes were obliged- to ſubſcribe 'x; 


conditions of| peace. 


Shall we now, my brethren, aſcribe all this glory 4 
to ourſelves ? No, we: will! fay with the devout !:; 
pſalmiſt, © If it had not been the Lord,” who was ** 
on our ſide, now may America ſay; if it had not * 
been the Lord, who was on our fide when men !: 


roſe up againſt us, then they had ſwallowed us up 


quick.” It was the 'God of armies which led our |; 
troops to. victory and glory ;| and His forever ſhall 


be the praiſe. 
Happy indeed is the nation whoſe God is the 
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Lord, and the people whom he hath thus highly & 


favoured. 
We come now, as was propoſed, 


HI. To infer the duty and obligations of a peo- | 
ple thus favoured and bleſſed. The two following F 


inferences very naturaily ariſe from the ſubje&; by 


1. If we have choſen the Lord to be our God, it is | 


our indiſpenſible duty to acknowledge, with thankſ- a 


; 


i 


giving, the numerous favours he confers upon us. 6 


2. As we are dependent creatures, it is our duty to; is | 
beſeech. the kind Author of theſe bleſſings to con-" | 
tinue them to us ;| and extend thoſe which we en-|5 


joy to all mankind. 
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In illuſtrating theſe obſervations, we ſhall attend 
particularly to the proclamation, upon which we 
are now convened: 

1. We are called upon to offer- thankſpiving © for 
the poſſeſſion of Conſtitutions of government which 
unite, and by their union eſtabliſh liberty with or- 
der.” If ever a people were under obligations to 
the great Ruler of the univerſe, tor the full and 
free enjoyment of their natural rights and privileges, 
we certainly are.* If we are not happy, we muſt 
blame- ourſelves for it ; for our modes of govern- 
ment are not the dictates of a conquering tyrant ; 
but: the deliberate choice of American freemen. 
No foreign lord has dominion over us : but our 
rulers are of ourſelves, and our governors proceed 
from among us. And as the moſt important of- 
fices, both in the Federal and State governments 
are eleQive ; no hereditary dunce can ever be im- 
poſed upon the people, but the man whoſe tried 
wiidom, fidelity and patriotiſm, ſhall commend him 
to their choice, | 

But our Conſtitutions are faid to © unite, and by 
their union to eſtabliſh liberty with order.” But 
why do they unite ? Undoubtedly becauſe they ſe- 
cure the equal rights of all, We cannot reaſonably 
expeCt that either © union or order” will long pre- 
vail, where the eflential rights of one part of the 
community are violated, and government is inſtitut- 


* As a nation, we certainly enjoy eyery natural right ; and if 
under any of the State Conſtitutions, any claſs of citizens do not 
enjoy equal privileges, the matter will undoubtedly be attended to 


at @ proper time, and the grieyance redreſſed. 


{2 WE 


ed and adminiſtered for the benefit of a; part only, 
and'not for the whole. May we ever conſider our 
rights unalienable, and in a |conſtitutional way Ie» 
monſtrate againſt the ſmalleſt infringement. 

2, We are direQted to offer public thankſgiving 
to God, © for the preſervation of our peace, foreign 
and domeſtic.” 

A moment's refle&tion, my brethren, will con- 
vince | you of the propriety of this remark. For 
notwithſtanding the embarraſsments which our 
trade hath ſuffered on the ſeas, and the many un- 
provoked inſults offered to our flag ; we have ſhown 
ourſelves ſuperior to thoſe who have injured us, by 
deſpiſing rather than retaliating their crimes. And 
although our weſtern border has been partially dif- 
trefled, yet the great body of the nation has been 
folded in the ſecure arms of peace. And by the 
blefling of God on the cauſe of Liberty in Europe ; 
and the wiſe and ſteady exertions of our ſupreme 
Executive, aided by our Federal Council, we have 
been preſerved from the horrors and calamities of 
a foreign war, 

3. The ſuppreſſion of the late inſurreQtion”” is 
mentioned by our worthy Preſident, as matter of 
public thankſgiving. And let the cauſe of that un- 
happy. infurreQion be what it may, we will rejoice 
and praiſe God, that the conſequences were far leſs 
fatal than we feared; and that it has been wiſely 
overruled, not only for the ſuppreſſion of that re- 
bellion, but for the ſtrengthening and cementing 
of the Union. May it alſo be farther beneficial, 
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by deterring others from oppoſing lawful authority, 
and prevent their making the deſperate appeal to 
arms. 

4. © The proſperous courſe of our affairs, public 
and private,” calls for our grateful acknowledge- 
ments. 

That our wealth and population have rapidly in- 
creaſed within theſe few years paſt, much beyond 
iny former calculations cannot be denied. And we 
have the ſatisfaQtion {till to believe that the tide has 
not begun to ebb, but 1s yet increaſing. Our fet- 
tlements are extending ; the wilderneſs yields to the 
hand of cultivation, and becomes a fruitful field ; 
towns are built, and cities enlarged. Citizens of 
every claſs find ſufficient employ, and ample en- 
couragement to reward their induſtry. The liberal 
arts are nouriſhed, and uſeful knowledge diffuſed ; 
and ſurely there can be nothing wanting but real 
piety 'to make us truly happy. 

But from the uncertain tenure by which we hold 
theſe enjoyments, we are led to infer 

2. / That it is our duty to beſeech the kind Au- 
thor of theſe bleſſings to continue them to us, and 
extend thoſe which we enjoy to all mankind. 

And 1. By the proclamation we are dire@ed 
* to beleech the kind Author of theſe bleſſings 
graciouſly to prolong them to us.” 

We ſhall be naturally led to this if we ſuitably 
realize, that the ſame hand which beſtows our ble(l. 
ings, may take them away at any time, without aſk- 
ing our leave. And fuch is the verſatility of all 
earthly things, that we know not what will be on 


25. 


the morrow, or even what the preſent day will brin z} 
forth. We know not how ſoon the preſent ſcene |. 
may be reverled, and the dark clouds of adverſity ; 
overſhadow |our- brighteſt proſpe&ts. -Let us then|* 
humbly acknowledge our dependance on that hiring 
Fountain, and thankfully adore the Giver of all * 
Our MeTcIes, 

2. We are exhorted to [pray God, © to imprint : 


on our. hearts a. deep and ſolemn ſenſt of our obli- : : 


gations / to him for them.” 

Without this, we can never be thankful : for if : 
we. conſider our enjoyments as the juſt reward of : 
our -own wiſdom or induſtry, we ſhall feel thankful ': 
to none but, ourſelves. The Lord deliver .us from 
the horrid fin of ingratitude! As. our bleflings | 
are multiplied, may we conſider our obligations in- 
creaſed, to love and adore our great Benetactor. 

3- Weare to beſeech. the kind Author of our 
bleſſings, * to teach us rightly to eſtimate their im- 
menle yalue,” | 

Our bleſſings, my brethren, are numberleſs and | 
great. We' are a people highly favoured of the 
Lord. Our civil and religious privileges ate none of | 
the leaſt ; we ſit under our own vine: and fig-tree, 
and none are permitted to diſturb or make ys atraid. - 
We worſhip God according to the diQtates of our 
own conſciences, without the dread of an inquiſi- : 
tion, or fear of perſecution, We are indeed exalt- 
ed to heaven in point of privilege ; let us not for- 
get, that © where much is given, there much will 
be required,” 


un ' Ya tetoa tt i I NT has a gs Ow "+ 

Y [4 ne RT ; RE Y a 

4-7 os » 3-4... 3% — $a _ y 
. 
4 


- 
Ne 


"Rs > Se > ov _ 


's 


A 


7 4 


; 


4, ty YA bd 2 wh 


* a, ” a 
"We * WP; 
. 4 8 [, 8 4 
' £44 4 wth 


1 


7 For ry ks © LES $ => 
Nth $6, CES a5 AY 


EST; pn FSB 
Es ov 3 , es 


'Y 


[-. ] 
4. We are directed to pray that we may be kept 


from © abuſing” the favour we enjoy. 

It is too often the caſe, that thoſe who have call- 
ed upon God in the day of their trouble, have for- 
gotten him in the time of profperity. Happy would 
it be if we could learn that ſacred leffon, © to uſe 
the world as not abuſing it.” Our bleſſings are 
given us to ufe, but not to abuſe. They are often 
beſtowed in abundance, ſo that we may diſperſe 
abroad, and give to the poor; and thus lay up a 
treaſure in the heavens, which fadeth not away. 
But ſhould we become vain in our proſperity,” and 
forget the God which made us, and lightly eſteem 
the Rock of our ſalvation ; we muſt expe& he will 
turn his hand adainſt us, and deprive us of the 
bleſſings we abufe. May the Lord: © preſerve us 
from the arrogance of profperity,” and" enable us 
ſo to walk before him as a nation, that he may de- 
light to proſper. and bleſs us. 

But we are to conclude our ſupplications by pray- 
ing, 5. That God would « impart -all the'bleſhings 
we poſleſs, or aſk for ourſelves, to the whole family 
of mankind.” 

This beautiful ſentiment, my brethren, breathes 
univerſal benevolence and good will to the whole 
human race. Much more is implied in it than what 
1s exprefled. I conceive that it fully authorizes and 
enjoins us, to extend our views to other objects not 
ſo particularly mentioned in the proclamation, And 
1. 'We will fervently pray that the bleſſings of the 
GosPEL of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which we ſo pe- 
culiarly enjoy, may be extended to all mankind. 


Ew 1 


That the! altars and idols of Pagan ſuperſtition 
may fall before the light of truth ; and that the 


ſhades of Mahometan impoſture may be diſpelled - 


by the bright beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs. 
And that the dragon, and the beaſt, and the falſe 
prophet ; and all the antichriſtian powers, which 
have in any way oppoſed and perſecuted the relig- 
ion of Jeſus Chriſt, may be ſubdued. May the gol- 


pel with its benign influences extend from land to ' 


land, and from ſea to ſea ; until the knowledge of 


God ſhall cover the earth, from the riſing to the - 


ſetting ſun, 

2. As we enjoy the bleflings of Pract, we' ſin- 
cerely wiſh the ſame to all our fellow-men. 

Baſe indeed muſt be the heart, which for any pe» 
cuniary advantages would wiſh a war to continue, 


which makes ſuch havoc of the human ſpecies. 


Hence, my brethren, let us offer up our prayers 
continually to the Gop or Pzacs, that the preſent 
_ diſtreſſing war among the European nations 'may 
come to anend. And that it may terminate in the 
overthrow of tyranny and' deſpotiſm ; and in the 
eſtabliſhment of liberty and the zqQvar RicnTs of 


man. | And particularly, that that nation which came * 


to our relief, in the day of our trouble, may ſpeedi- 


ly | obtain and give ſuch honourable conditions of | 


peace, as ſhall convince the world that they are 
friends to liberty, order, and humanity ; and are 

only to be dreaded by tyrants. May they ſoon re- 
alize all the advantages, which a free and tighten. } 
ed people can derive, from a government framed by: 
the unalterable principles of reaſon, and founded, 
upon the eternal baſis of equal rights, | 
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But 3. As we deſire and enjoy LinzrTyY and 
Fzxzepom ourſelves, we will not forget our breth- 
ren, who are in captivity and flavery. 

Our unhappy countrymen, who have fallen into 
the hands of the Algerines, whoſe © tender mercies 
are cruelties,” ſhall not be forgotten in, our ſupphli- 
cations. We will beſeech the God of all compaſ- 
ſion to: remember. them- in the. land of their cap- 
tivity, and to give them favour in the eyes of thoſe 
who have carried them captive. We will not only 
pray for them, but whenever we ſhall be called up- 
on by proper authority, we will cheerfully ſubſcribe 
for their redemption, and reſtore them again to the 
embraces of their friends, and the bleſlings of 
freedom, 

But. the benevolent ſentiment we now dwell up- 
on, does not confine our wiſhes here 3; no, we with 
the ſame bleſſings of liberty which we enjoy to all 
mankind, - May the day ſoon arrive, when not dif- 
ference of climate or features, nor the colour of 
the ſkin, —when nothing but crimes ſhall conſign 
any of the human race to flavery. 

Urged by my own feelings, I am perſuaded, my 
brethren, you will indulge me to mention in partic- 
ular one of our ſuffering friends. I mean the brave, 
but unfortunate Marquis de la Fayette ! | & At the 
age of nineteen he eſpouſed the cauſe of America,” 
and early determined to embark for this country, 
But- before he could accompliſh his deſign, intelli- 
gence arnved at Paris; **that the American inſur- 
gents, reduced to two thouſand, were flying before 
a Britiſh force of thirty thouſand regulars.” In 
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ſhort, things appeared ſo diſcouraging, that our # 
commiſſioners at Paris © thought it but honeſt to # 
diſſuade him from the preſent proſecution of his [4 
perilous enterpriſe.” But nobly triumphing over g 
every diſcouragement, he faid, © Hitherto I have & 
only cheriſhed your cauſe—l am now going to ſerve 's | 
it.''* He at length procured a veſſel, at his own bl 
expenſe, and came to America. Soon after his ar- n 


rival, Congreſs conferred on him the rank of Ma- 
jor-General, which he accepted of ; but with the :;.. 
condition of ſerving at his own expenſe.7] | 
His ſervices for ſeveral years together in the | 
American army are too well known, to require a : 
particular detail upon this occaſion. The latter £4 
part of his command, however, was peculiarly diſ-; 
tinguiſhed |by the difficulties he encountered, and | 
the important ſervices he rendered this country. \.4 
Particularly in counteraQting, and haraſling the 4 
movements of the Britiſh army in Virginia. 
From his embarrafled ſituation at a certain time, 5 
Lord Cornwallis thought himſelf fo fure of takings? 
him, that he wrote to the Britiſh court, that ** the*> g 
boy could not eſcape him,” . But the fa&t proved 
juſt the reyerſe;z for he found, not long after, args 
it was impoſſible tor him to eſcape; and. was final-: 
ly, obliged to reſign hunſelt and army as prifoners? 
of war, v9) 
Can we.now, my brethren, who enjoy the fruit © F 
his toils, forget this generous patron of American” 
freedom, who .is now ſuffering the horrors of a. 
wretched confinement, and languiſhing in a dreary 


* Amer. Geog. p. 136, 137. + Thid. 
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priſon?” No, we will raiſe our ſupplicating voice to 


Heaven for him. And may-that God who heareth 
the groans and ſighs of the priſoner, break the bars 
of Magdeburg Caſtle, and let that opprefled patriot: 
go free. And may the glorious goſpel of peace, 
which proclaims liberty to captives, and opens the 
priſon doors to them that are bound, | extend ' its 


heavenly influence throughout the world, 


To conclude. 


While we commiſerate the caſe of the unfortu- 
nate, and ſympathize in their diſtrefles, let us en- 
deavour wiſely and thankfully ro improve our priv- 
Hleges and bleſſings to the glory of God, and the beſt 

ood of our fellow-men. Let us dihgently cultivate 
habits of © ſobriety, order, morality and piety ;*” 
and ſtudy to lead quiet and peaceable hves in all god- 


lineſs and honeſty. 


And may the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of 


Ifrael; the God in whom our fathers truſted and 
found deliverance, continue to be our God, and to 
bleſs us. © There is none like unto the God of 
Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
and in his excellency upon the ſky.” © The eter- 
nal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the ev- 
erlaſting arms.” *©* Happy is that people that is in 
ſuch a caſe z yea, happy is that people, whoſe God 
15 the Lord.” 
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